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Asthma often starts in childhood, making it the most common

chronic disease for children. Asthma onset is associated with

environmental factors, such as  secondhand smoke, and chemical

and air pollution. Extreme air pollution is known to increase the

amount of hospital admissions for asthma related issues. In Oakland,

air pollution created by the manufacturing industry and the Port of

Oakland may be increasing the rates of childhood asthma.
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